
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
KANSAS CITY DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS

700 FEDERAL BUILDING

KANSAS CITY. MISSOURI 64106-2896

June 3, 1988

Executive Office

SUBJECT: DERA Work at Lake Ontario Ordnance Works

Colonel Daniel R. Clark
Commander
U.S. Army Engineer District
1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, New York 14207-3199

Dear Colonel Clarv

I am happy to report that our staffs have apparently been talking to each
other regarding the Lake Ontario Ordnance Works, but unfortunateiy 'Tour
district ;ras  left off the mailing list furnished to us by SCA. I have directed
that you be added to future mailings.

In December, my public affairs officer, Xr. George aaniey,  contacted
Yl. xoss Fredenburg, Chief NCDPA,  and your chief of public affairs, Yr. John
Derbyshire, to inform t‘nem of the upcorriing  study. %e aild  Xr . Derbyshire
agreed that all calls regarding the LOCW  would  be referred fo us, beccuse
Suffaio  would not be tb,e construction district, Sew York afstricr.  -+JcJ~~<.

Since Xc. Derbyshire had nc lLTos;ie;j  ye2 -$2 = :- r: << i -IpA  e r ~0 7; >;;A .T ,-.,3 0, t::e
environmental activists, he ;rent to >!r  . John Anderscz  of E?'.,  ;i;:d  t!s. 33:ifiL;"
Soley  of SCA, the LOOW  landfill operator, for assistance.

On March 22nd, Xr. Hanlev  met rA.th the Zitlzensi hdvisoryjT  ::,:mmit  zee t:2at
was set 'up  3y SCA for their landfill sn the 'i30!; site. Xr t h 1 '3 :T;,  Is, e t -; r CT - .L -^~, i_LL
committee  requested that a pubiic  neering  be held co present the :;or:XnLLn.
The next day, Ilr. lianley  met :+ith :v!r. jerbyshire  and the contractsr--.ACXES
Tnternationai , in your district ?X office, to explain tne ,lecision ;ie  made. -to have the publ;c  meeting at a tL,me  and date to be arranged for my conven*-
ience, but no later  than 1 Yay.

After that visit he proceeded to visit local news media to explain the
study, so that they would not be surprised when the meeting was announced.
The attached news clip was generated as a result of those visits.

Unfortunately, as you can see from the attached news release, we did not
save a copy of the addressees on the surreptitious list, that was borrowed
from SCA.
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In the future, we will be sure
on our inailing list.

to check that your district is included

Enclosures: /
News Clip, letter and News Release /



REPLY TO

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
KANSAS CITY DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS

700 FEDERAL BUILDING

KANSAS ClTY.  MISSOURI 64106-2896

A p r i l  20, 1988
ATTCNTION  OF:

CEMRKPA

You have  rece ived  the  attached news reieasp bt?c;iuse  o f  your
past i n t e r e s t  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  f o r m e r  L a k e  O n t a r i o  Ordnancr
Works,
iandfl1

wh.ich i s  cu r r en t l y  a RCRA approved hazardous waste
1 operated by SCA.

J3lfcause  n o  mailing l i s t  e x i s t s f o r  p e r s o n s  interest.ed o n l y
jn the  c lean ing  up  o f  fo rmer  ac t iv i t i e s  a t  the  o ld  TNT p lan t ,
your  name has  been  t emporar i ly  added  to  our  l.ist.

i f  yorr  a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  in  t he  Corps  o f  Eng inee r : ;  s t udy  o f
chemirai con tamina t ion ,  which  i s
act i v; t ic:;, p l ea se

sepa ra t e  f rom ?urr!>nt SCA

o n  o u r  list.
fill.  in  the  fform be low so  tha t  you  can r ema i.n

In o r d e r  t o  u s e  the g o v e r n m e n t  m a i l  s e r v i c e s
a r e  required b y  l a w  t o  h a v e  a  s p e c i f i c  r e q u e s t  f o r  informa;izE

-.
: 1 :-I

fan

i wan 1’

-_--___ -__----  _-___

AJ)DH E::;s  __ ..___ ._____ _______---.--  ------- --- .-.. -._-

CITY, STATE, ZIPCODE _ _ --I_

to t:ontinue  t o  receive Corps  ~-,f  Engineers  new: ;  re 1 case:;.



us army  corps
of Engineers
Kansas City District
Leaders in Customer Care

700 Federal Building
Kansas City, MO 64106-2896

CONTACT:
Larry Crump
Homer Perkins

Phone: (816) 426-5241 20 April 1988

A study of chemical contamination at the former Lake Ontario

Ordnance Works, Lewiston/Porter,  N-Y., will be the subject of a

public meeting at 7 p.m., Tuesday, April 26, at the Youngstown

Volunteer Fire Company Meeting Hall in Youngstown, N.Y.

The meeting is to present a proposed study by the Corps of

Engineers, Kansas City District. This study is part of the

Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERPf. That program

is the Department of Defense equivalent of Superfund, originally

authorized by Public Law 98-212, Dec. 9, 1983, and amended by

the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization $ci:  of 1086  (P-L.

99-949). The law applies to active installations and former

Gepartment  of Defense properties, suspected of containing toxic

and hazardous waste.

Corps officials are primarily concerned with activities at

the former TNT plant, and associated areas. In addition to

presenting the proposed work plan, the Corps is interested in

gathering information from individuals about activities at the

site. Preliminary announcements of the study generated some

public interest, and the Corps contractor, Acres International

Corp. of Amherst, has already pursued a number of leads.

Anyone with information about operations at the plant who is

unable to attend the meeting is encouraged to call the Corps'

Kansas City Public Affairs Office collect at: (816) 426-5241.

###
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For coverage of
call the Gazette

Niagara area news
city desk at 282-2311
Monday through Friday;

Editorial 6A

Today 8,9A
.9  a.m. to 1 a.m.

5:30 p.m. to I:30 a.m. weekends
Salurrlny, .llnrch 2fi, ;?%3 - - OA

By CAROLYN KUMA
Niagara Gazette

TOWN OF LEWISTON  - The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers is ready to
begin a  s tudy into contamination at

the former Lake Ontario Ordnance
Works site.

Specifically targeted is an area for-
merly owned by the Atomic Energy
Commission, where TNT was pro-
duced when the site was used for the
development  of  the atomic bomb in
the 194&.

It is the first federal defense de-
partment waste site in the Buffalo
area to be investigated under the de-
partment’s own version of the Super-
fund program - the Defense
Environmental Restoration Pro-
gram, said George  Ha&y, chief pub-
lic affairs officer for the corps
Kansas City dictrict  office.

Both programs are run by Con-
gress  and both ident i fy,  invest igate
and clean up hazardous waste si tes.
The difference is that Superfund tries
to find the dumpers. The defense de.

partment  knows they are the respon.
si!Ac  par ty .

IIaniry  was in town this week to
explain the investigations, which are
being carried out by the corps and its
contractors, Acres International Cor-
poration of Amherst.

“We really don’t  know what’s out
there,” Hanley  said. “We’re looking
for ritizen  input, time frames, pho.
tos ,  anything they know about  the
LOOW  site and specifically the TNT
area.”

Although the corps has a draft plan

ditional  n;eas  will be-added if

to perform the investigations -which

needrd,  IIanley  sa id .
“We  don’t want anything to fall be-

include samr)linn  and aoalsses  - ad.

tween the cracks,” he said.
The  area under study now is north

of SCA  Chemical Services’ landfill
No. 7. IIanlcy  estimates it will take 18
months to complete the study, which
costs more than $800,000.

Work will begin next month, and a
public meeting will be held $though
a date has not been decided.

The ordnance works consisted of
the TNT plant,  the Northeast  Chemi.
caK  Warfare Depot, and the Manhat.
tan Project District offices, all of
which were established between 1943
and 1945.

The site is now called the Niagara
Falls Storage Site. Officials say it
will forever contain about 225,000
cubic yards of radioactive waste.

Wanley  asked that residents with
any information about  the s i te  cal l
his office collect at 816-426.5241  be.
tween 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.


